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Another  Attack 
In  South  Boston 

Agroup  of  Vietnamese  men  sitting  in 
a  car  at  Kelly’s  Landing  in  South  Boston 
were  attacked  by  more  than  10  white 
males  early  on  the  morning  of  June  20. 

A  police  officer  who  observed  the  at¬ 
tack  fired  his  gun  into  the  air  after  the 
assailants  refused  to  stop  upon  being 
approached.  Police  said  the  officer  fired 
his  gun  a  third  time  when  one  of  the 
assailants  approached  him,  causing  the 
attackers  to  disperse.  The  assailants 
were  wielding  hockey  sticks  in  the  at¬ 
tack,  according  to  police. 

No  arrests  were  made  and  two  Viet¬ 
namese  men  were  injured  in  the  attack, 
which  is  under  investigation  by  the 
Community  Disorders  Unit,  according 
to  police. 

Police  said  that  shortly  before  the  at¬ 
tack  they  also  received  a  report  that 
Asian  males  riding  in  three  vehicles  at 
the  intersection  of  H  Street  and  Broad¬ 
way  in  South  Boston  threw  bricks  and 
bottles  at  a  group  of  white  males. 

Police,  who  did  not  know  if  the  two 
incidents  were  connected,  said  they  were 
not  prepared  to  say  the  incidents  were 
racially  motivated. 

The  South  Boston  attack  on  the 
Asian  males  marks  the  second  time  in  a 
month  in  which  Asians  have  been 
beaten  by  whites  in  South  Boston.  On 
June  5  three  Asian  males  were  attacked 
by  a  group  of  whites  at  71  B  Street  in 
South  Boston. 

In  addition,  a  number  of  other  inci¬ 
dents  have  occurred  in  the  city  in  recent 
months  in  which  Asians  have  been 
either  beaten  or  harassed. 

"The  Asian  American  community  is 
united  in  our  stand  against  anti-Asian 
violence,"  said  a  statement  issued  June 
20  by  the  SafetyNet  Hate  Violence 
Prevention  Program,  a  group  which 
monitors  incidents  of  hate  violence 
against  the  Asian  community.  "We  will 
not  tolerate  hate  crimes  directed  at 
members  of  our  community.  Nor  will  we 
remain  silent  when  law  enforcement  and 
government  authorities  fail  to  ade¬ 
quately  address  this  increasing  problem. 

"We  call  upon  the  leadership  of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  this  Commonwealth 
to  take  the  following  action  against  anti- 
Asian  violence  and  hate  crime: 

•The  police  and  law  enforcement 
agencies  must  rigorously  investigate, 
pursue,  arrest,  and  prosecute  the  per¬ 
petrators  of  this  morning’s  incident  in 
South  Boston. 

•Too  often  the  racial  component  of 
hate  crimes  is  downplayed  by  both  law 
enforcement  authorities  and  the  media. 
Both  must  recognize  incidents  of  racial 
violence  when  they  occur  and  take  ap¬ 
propriate  action,  such  as  filing  civil 
rights  charges  and  responsibly  reporting 
incidents. 

•Public  officials  must  lead  the  city 
and  state  by  speaking  out  actively 
against  racism  and  hate  violence,  al¬ 
locating  the  resources  necessary  to 
prevent  hate  crimes  in  the  future,  and 
supporting  the  existing  programs  which 
address  hate  violence." 

continued  on  page  2 
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One  of  the  many  dragon  boats  which  competed  June  IS  in  the  Hong  Kong  Dragon  Boat  Festival  on  Fort 
Point  Channel  The  winner  of  the  race  was  the  Beaver  Boat  Club  of  MIT.  Finishing  second  was  the  Bank 
of  Boston/Chariestown  High  School  team. 


Groups  Say  Welfare 
Plan  Hurts  Immigrants 


Four  national  Asian  American  or¬ 
ganizations  recently  expressed  concern 
over  President  Clinton’s  proposal  to 
finance  nearly  half  of  its  $9.3  billion, 
5-year  welfare-reform  package  by  deny¬ 
ing  aid  to  legal  immigrants. 

The  Organization  of  Chinese 
Americans  (OCA),  the  Asian  Pacific 
American  Labor  Alliance  (APALA), 
the  National  Asian  Pacific  American 
Legal  Consortium  (NAPALC)  and  the 
Japanese  American  Citizens  League 
(JACL)  said  that  the  Clinton 
Administration’s  proposal  will  adverse¬ 
ly  affect  a  significant  percentage  of  the 
Asian  Pacific  American  community. 

The  groups  said  that  the  proposal  will 
extend  "deeming"  in  the  Supplemental 
Security  Income  (SSI),  Aid  to  Families 
with  Dependent  Children  (AFDC)  and 
Food  Stamps  programs  to  five  years  or, 
for  some  immigrants,  until  citizenship. 
"Deeming"  means  that  the  income  and 


resources  of  an  immigrant’s  sponsor  is 
considered  available  to  the  immigrant, 
whether  or  not  the  sponsor  actually  can 
support  the  immigrant. 

Noting  that  the  Clinton  plan  is  more 
moderate  than  the  Republican  proposal 
that  would  deny  almost  all  government 
assistance  to  all  immigrants,  Karen 
Narasaki,  Washington  Representative 
for  JACL,  commented,  "It  is  extremely 
unfair  to  target  legal  immigrants  as  a 
source  of  funding  for  welfare  reform  by 
denying  them  certain  benefits,  especial¬ 
ly  since  non-refugee  immigrants  use 
public  assistance  less  than  the  general 
population." 

Daphne  Kwok,  executive  director  of 
OCA,  pointed  out  that  the  Administra¬ 
tion  proposal  will  undermine  family 
reunification,  and  remarked,  "Having  to 
constantly  worry  about  the  threat  of  job 
loss,  illness  or  accidents,  for  themselves 
continued  on  page  2 


A  Discussion  of  Health 
In  the  Asian  Community 


The  state  of  Asian  American  health 
was  the  focus  of  a  series  of  lectures  and 
discussions  in  a  day-long  event  held 
June  21  at  the  South  Cove  Community 
Health  Center.  Major  topics  discussed 
during  the  event  included  "Health  Care 
for  Asian  Americans  in  the  Context  of 
Health  Care  Reform"  and  the  "Health 
Status  of  Asian  Americans." 

The  event  also  served  as  a  kickoff  for 
the  Health  Center’s  capital  campaign 
and  concluded  with  an  Open  House  at 
its  new  site  at  145  South  Street.  South 
Cove  executive  director  Jean  Lau  Chin 
announced  at  the  time  that  Beth  Israel 
Hospital  has  made  a  major  donation 
toward  the  campaign. 

Health  Center  officials  said  the  first 
part  of  the  program  was  meant  to  give 
participants  the  opportunity  to  offer 
their  views  on  the  health  needs  of  Asian 
Americans  and  the  Clinton 
Administration’s  plan  to  reform  the 
nation’s  health  care  system. 

Janet  Scott  Harris,  a  Regional  Con¬ 
sultant  from  the  federal  Office  of 
Minority  Health,  pointed  out  that  the 
level  of  research  available  on  the  health 
needs  of  Asian  Americans  has  been 
limited  and  suggested  that  Asians  in 
fewer  numbers  than  other  groups  are 


seeing  doctors  and  dentists.  The 
shortage  of  information  on  the  Asian 
community  has  made  the  Asian  popula¬ 
tion  invisible  and  neglected  by  policy 
makers,  she  suggested. 

Harris  suggested  that  cultural  bar¬ 
riers  were  one  of  the  main  obstacles  to 
Asians’  receiving  health  care  and 
pointed  out  that  the  Asian  population 
may  sometimes  make  use  of  the  health 
care  system  and  view  healthiness  in  a 
way  that  differs  from  the  mainstream 
model. 

She  also  noted  that  just  having  health 
insurance  doesn’t  mean  that  Asians 
have  access  to  health  care  relevant  to 
their  communities.  "Having  health  in¬ 
surance  doesn’t  necessarily  mean  ac¬ 
cess,"  she  said. 

In  a  long  discussion  of  concerns 
Asian  Americans  may  have  as  the  Clin¬ 
ton  Administration  attempts  to  reform 
the  health  care  system.  Chin  noted  that 
a  number  of  competing  legislative 
reform  plans  have  been  proposed.  The 
most  prominent  of  the  proposals  in¬ 
clude  plans  that  advocate  a  tax- 
financed,  single  payer  system; 
encourage  or  mandate  employers  to 
provide  coverage  for  their  workers  or 
require  individuals  to  purchase  in¬ 
surance;  or  rely  on  small  incremental 
steps  to  increase  coverage  and  control 
continued  on  page  2 


Shelter  Director 
Nalina  Narain 

Sampan  Interview 

Working  on  issues  related  to  women 
and  domestic  violence  has  been  a  consis¬ 
tent  part  of  Nalina  Narain’s  work  life. 
Before  being  appointed  in  February  as 
executive  director  of  the  Asian  Shelter 
Advocacy  Project  -  the  first  local  shelter 
specifically  designed  for  Asian  women  - 
Narain  had  been  involved  in  similar 
projects  in  her  native  India  and  in 
Chicago. 

While  working  for  Oxfam  America, 
Narain  was  involved  in  an  Indian  project 
for  women  who  had  been  abused  be¬ 
cause  of  dowry  disputes.  In  India,  she 
explained,  husbands  have  been  known 
to  use  violence  against  their  wives  when 
their  families  are  unable  to  satisfy  dowry 
demands,  which  sometimes  continue 
after  marriage.  One  way  to  disguise  the 
violence,  said  Narain,  is  to  set  a  woman 
on  fire  in  the  kitchen  and  claim  it  was  an 
accident. 

In  traditional  Indian  society,  wife 
beating  has  often  been  considered  an 
acceptable  practice,  though  awareness  is 
now  growing  that  such  behavior  is 
wrong.  "Women’s  role  in  India  has  al¬ 
ways  been  undervalued,"  says  Narain, 
who  adds  that  a  woman’s  value  has 
largely  been  based  on  her  role  as 
daughter,  wife,  or  mother. 

Narain  says  the  undervaluing  of 
females  in  a  patriarchal  Indian  society 
can  also  be  seen  in  such  contemporary 
practices  as  female  infanticide  and  the 
aborting  of  female  fetuses  using 
ultrasound.  Narain  says  that  in  Asian 
patriarchal  societies  women  have  tradi¬ 
tionally  been  undervalued. 

In  1991,  Narain  came  to  the  United 
States  to  study  at  Synapses,  a  school  for 
international  training  and  administra¬ 
tion  in  Brattleboro, Vermont.  Later,  she 
moved  to  the  Chicago  area  where  she 
worked  for  Apna  Ghar,  a  shelter  for 
South  Asian  women. 

In  recent  weeks,  Narain  has  been 
busy  preparing  for  the  opening  of  the 
new  Asian  women’s  shelter,  which  will 
be  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  Boston  area. 
Also  the  executive  director  of  the  Asian 
Task  Force  Against  Domestic  Violence 
-  the  umbrella  organization  of  the  shel¬ 
ter  project  -  Narain  says  her  work  now 
includes  fundraising,  monitoring  legis¬ 
lation  addressing  the  issue  of  domestic 
violence,  and  community  outreach. 

Scheduled  to  open  July  6,  the  new 
shelter  for  Asian  women  is  located  in  a 
two  family  house  in  the  Boston  area.  It 
will  largely  be  staffed  by  volunteers, 
continued  on  page  2 
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Immigrants 
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and  for  the  family  members  they  have 
helped  reunite  in  this  country,  only  will 
impair  immigrants’  efforts  to  be  success¬ 
ful  in  this  country." 

"In  fact,"  stated  Phil  Nash,  executive 
director  of  NAPALC,  "these  same  legal 
immigrants  who  will  not  be  eligible  for 
assistance  will  be  paying  taxes  to  the 
federal  government  when  they  work." 

For  those  immigrants  whose  spon¬ 
sors  have  incomes  above  the  US  family 
median  of  ($39,500)  -  regardless  of  num¬ 
ber  of  family  members  -  deeming  will  be 
extended  until  citizenship.  This  aspect 
of  the  proposal  ignores  the  fact  that 
many  immigrant  household  are  made  up 
of  extended  families  and  have  a  larger 
than  average  number  of  family  members 
working. 

"The  problem  with  the  whole  process 
is  that  it  legitimizes  going  after  legal 
immigrants  as  a  revenue  source.  This 
only  will  make  it  easier  for  the  conserva¬ 
tive  Republicans  and  others  who  are  en¬ 
gaging  in  a  vendetta  against 
immigrants,"  said  Matthew  Finucane, 
executive  director  of  APALA. 

Extending  deeming  until  citizenship 
also  will  be  particularly  hard  for  elderly 
I  immigrants  who  must  learn  English  to 
I  pass  the  naturalization  exam.  "The 
shortage  of  English  as  a  Second  Lan¬ 
guage  (ESL)  classes  coupled  with  the 
difficulty  of  someone  in  his/her  60’s  to 
learn  a  second  language,  makes  it  almost 
impossible  for  elderly  immigrants  to  be- 
,  come  citizens,"  stated  Kwok. 


Attack 
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Gregory  Chen,  a  spokesperson  for 
SafetyNet,  said  that  the  most  recent  in¬ 
cident  in  South  Boston  made  it  difficult 
for  police  to  determine  what  took  place. 
"It’s  a  difficult  investigation  for  them 
because  they  don’t  have  good  positive 
ID’s  from  the  victims,"  he  said. 

He  was  concerned,  however,  that  the 
police  department  may  not  be  making  a 
priority  of  investigating  the  incidents. 
"Something  problematic  is  going  on 
down  there  (in  South  Boston),"  he  said. 

-R.O. 

Narain 
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though  the  organizers  are  also  applying 
for  funding  to  provide  some  additional 
permanent  staff.  The  project  is  being 
financed  with  a  major  grant  from  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Social 
Services,  with  foundation  grants  of 
about  $100,000,  and  with  about  $15,000 
in  private  contributions.  The  Asian 
Shelter  Advocacy  Project,  however, 
must  continue  to  raise  money  to  keep 
the  project  going,  says  Narain. 

In  recent  weeks,  the  issue  of  domestic 
violence  has  again  been  on  the  front 
pages  of  newspapers.  Last  weekend  two 
women  in  the  area  were  shot  by  their 
boyfriends  and  last  month  former  foot¬ 
ball  player  and  sports  announcer  O.J. 
Simpson  was  charged  with  killing  his 
former  wife  and  her  friend  in  Los  An¬ 
geles.  ' 

Although  coverage  of  the  issue  of 
domestic  violence  has  grown  in  recent 
years  and  was  a  focus  of  national  atten¬ 
tion  as  the  result  of  the  Simpson  case, 
Narain  says  it’s  still  unclear  whether  the 
increasing  media  coverage  can  actually 
reduce  the  level  of  domestic  violence.  "I 
think  it’s  too  early  to  see  if  it’s  made  any 
impact,"  she  said  of  the  Simpson  case, 
adding,  however,  that  it’s  at  least  making 
people  aware  of  the  problem. 

To  reduce  domestic  violence  in 
American  life  requires  the  legal  system 
to  provide  greater  protection  for  victims 
of  abuse.  "There  are  stalking  laws  but  I 
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don’t  think  they’re  very  effective,"  she 
says,  adding  that  while  legal  action  had 
been  taken  against  Simpson  after  he  had 
beaten  his  wife  in  1989,  the  matter  was 
not  taken  too  seriously  by  the 
authorities. 

Narain  suggests  that  to  adequately 
address  the  problem,  society  needs  to 
educate  young  people  from  an  early  age 
that  using  violence  to  solve  problems  is 
wrong.  That,  she  adds,  involves  impress¬ 
ing  on  boys  the  seriousness  of  the  issue 
and  also  having  society  look  more  close¬ 
ly  at  the  socializing  process  that  makes 
boys  feel  the  need  to  project  a  "macho" 
attitude.  When  boys  are  growing  up  they 
have  to  be  told  clearly  that  using 
violence  against  women  is  wrong.  "We 
have  to  bring  them  [boys]  up  with  a  clear 
sense  of  equality,"  she  says. 

"I  think  it’s  an  issue  of  power  and 
control,"  says  Narain.  "Domestic 
violence  is  not  about  people  who  have 
equal  power.  It’s  about  one  person  exer¬ 
cising  power  over  the  other." 

In  educating  the  Asian  community  on 
the  need  to  address  the  issue  of  domestic 
violence,  the  Asian  Shelter  Project  has 
tried  to  emphasize  that  domestic 
violence  ultimately  destroys  families 
within  the  community,  says  Narain.  The 
Asian  Shelter  Advocacy  Project,  she 
adds,  "is  a  vety  critical  program"  that  has 
brought  to  light  this  previously  un- 
spoken  problem.  .RO  MaUey 


Health 
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costs. 

"For  the  Asian  American  population, 
we  need  to  ensure  that  any  health  care 
reform  plan  will  address  the  specific  and 
unique  needs  of  the  Asian  community," 
she  said.  "Despite  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  Asian  American  population  over 
the  past  decade,  the  Asian  American 
community,  especially  immigrants  and 
refugees,  have  remained  severely  under¬ 
served." 

Linguistic  and  cultural  factors,  scar¬ 
city  of  data  on  the  health  status  of  Asian 
Americans,  and  low  concentrations  of 
the  population  in  diverse  neighbor¬ 
hoods  "make  their  voices  small  in  com¬ 
parison  to  the  majority  population." 

Chin  further  pointed  out  that  univer¬ 
sal  coverage  does  not  necessarily  lead  to 
universal  access.  "We  have  found  that 
having  health  insurance  or  coverage 
does  not  guarantee  that  linguisticaUy 
appropriate  and  culturally  competent 
services  will  be  available  or  accessible." 

Chin  also  questioned  whether  Asians 
would  benefit  from  the  creation  of 
regional  health  alliances  as  proposed  by 
the  Clinton  Plan.  Although  each  al¬ 
liance  would  offer  a  menu  of  health 
care  plans  for  a  specific  region,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Asians  living  in  those  regions  may 
be  small  and  as  a  result  their  specific 
needs  overlooked.  "Can  we  or  should  we 
develop  a  regional  health  alliance  for 
the  Asian  population?"  she  asked. 

"Given  the  low  incidence  of  Asians  in 
most  neighborhoods  and  towns,  it  is 
likely  that  the  benefits  included  and  ser¬ 
vices  defined  are  more  likely  to  benefit 
the  majority  of  the  population  residing 
there,"  she  said,  adding  that  optional 
services  would  probably  involve  an  extra 
cost. 

Also  discussed  was  the  cost  of  a 
reformed  health-care  system  as  well  as 
who  would  be  required  to  pay  for  it 
Under  one  proposal,  employers  would 
pay  80  percent  of  the  premiums  and 
employees  the  remaining  20  percent. 
"Given  the  high  number  of  small  Asian 
businesses  and  the  high  uninsured  rate 
within  the  Asian  community,  the  focus 
on  cost  control  might  result  in 
employers  seeking  the  cheapest  health 
plan  even  if  it  does  not  provide  the 
needed  benefits  package  for  its 
employees’ Cost  caps  might  "preclude 
services  needed  primarily  by  the  Asian 


population  (e.g.  hepatitis  B  vaccina¬ 
tion)"  she  said. 

Chin  further  noted  that  there  is  cur¬ 
rently  an  oversupply  of  specialists  and 
an  undersupply  of  primary  care 
physicians  and  suggested  that  more 
Asian  doctors  are  needed  to  serve  the 
community.  "The  pool  of  Asian 
physicians  are  often  not  bilingual,  not 
primary  care  physicians,  or  do  not 
choose  to  work  in  the  community,"  she 
said. 

Chin  said  that  attention  should  be 
paid  to  how  government  special  funds 
available  for  such  things  as  research  are 
spent.  "We  need  to  ensure  that  priorities 
exist  to  direct  resources  and  staffing 
toward  Asian,  bilingual  primary  care 
physicians  willing  to  work  within  the 
community,"  she  said,  adding  that 
academic  training  should  also  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  preserving  community-based 
health  care. 

Offering  a  state  perspective  on 
health-care  reform  was  David  Mulligan, 
commissioner  of  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Health,  who 
noted  that  the  objective  of  health  care 
reform  is  to  have  every  person  covered. 
He  added,  however,  that  Americans  are 
not  yet  "close  to  consensus"  on  how  to 
reach  that  goal  and  expressed  concern 
that  health  reform  was  "in  trouble." 

Mulligan  emphasized  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  community  health  centers  and 
said  the  state  has  been  increasing  its 
support  for  them  over  the  years.  He  also 
noted  that  universal  coverage  would  be 
ineffective  if  efforts  were  not  made  to 
make  the  services  accessible  to  people. 
He  suggested  that  interpreters  and  cul¬ 
turally  sensitive  providers  were  impor¬ 
tant  in  making  health  care  services  more 
accessible  to  members  of  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity.  Moreover,  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity  itself  contains  diverse  ethnic 
groups  with  their  own  special  concerns, 
he  said,  adding,  "We  really  need  to  work 
with  the  consumer." 

Following  the  lectures,  members  of 
the  audience  were  divided  into  focus 
groups  in  which  participants  discussed 


the  health  care  needs  of  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity. 

In  one  group,  the  discussion  often 
focussed  on  the  need  for  more  social  and 
mental  health  services  for  the  Asian 
community.  Raising  children  in  a  bicul- 
tural  environment,  domestic  violence, 
depression,  and  the  isolation  some 
Asians  feel  in  the  suburbs  were  all  topics 
of  discussion. 

Sharyn  Wong-Chan  of  Lexington 
suggested  that  greater  links  should  be 
forged  between  Asians  living  in  the  sub¬ 
urbs  and  those  residing  in  urban  areas  in 
order  to  provide  a  better  support  net¬ 
work  for  members  of  the  community. 

Participants  in  one  focus  group  also 
criticized  the  doctor-patient  relation¬ 
ship,  saying  that  doctors  are  often  in  too 
much  of  a  hurry  to  treat  patients  and  are 
overbooking  their  office  hours  for  finan¬ 
cial  reasons. 

Other  concerns  of  focus  group  par¬ 
ticipants  included  the  need  for  linguisti¬ 
cally  and  culturally  appropriate  services 
for  Asian  patients  as  well  as  access  to 
Asian  traditional  medicine,  such  as 
acupuncture  and  other  treatments  used 
in  conjunction  with  Western  medicine. 

Participants  also  emphasized  the 
need  for  more  bilingual  doctors  to  treat 
Asian  patients;  better  health  education 
to  prevent  illness;  and  universal  health 
care  coverage. 

Philip  Johnston,  Region  I  Ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  federal  Public  Health 
Service,  told  the  gathering  that 
Americans  have  been  waiting  for  too 
long  for  a  national  health  care  plan  and 
that  there  has  been  "a  lack  of  political 
will"  to  accomplish  it.  "We’ve  been  wait¬ 
ing  since  1935  when  Franklin  Roosevelt 
proposed  the  Social  Security  Act,"  he 
said. 

"This  is  the  time  for  it,"  he  said.  "Make 
no  mistake  about  it*  Johnston  pointed 
out  that  the  US  continues  to  be  the  only 
major  industrial  country  of  the  world 
without  a  national  health  care  plan. 

-Robert  O’Malley 


Ever  dream  of  being  a 


Quiz  Show 

Contestant! 


Now's  your  chance! 

Have  fun...  impress  your  friends...  win  prizes  on 
a  new  prime-time  PBS  game  show  to  be  taped 
atWGBH  studios  in  Boston. 

You  could  be  a  contestant 

Call  (6 1 7)  492-2777  x4002 

Monday  -  Friday  I  lam  to  3pm 

Please.no  one  under  18. 

Employees  and  family  members  ofWGBH,  PBS, 

PBS  stations  and  the  CPB  are  not  eligible. 
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INSIDE  CHINATOWN 


A  Crime  Watch  Group  Formed  in  Chinatown 


An  effort  is  underway  in 
Chinatown  to  form  a  crime 
watch  group  to  reduce  criminal 
activity  in  the  neighborhood. 

Called  the  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Crime  Watch, 
the  organization  this  week  in¬ 
vited  residents  of  Oak  Street, 
Johnny  Court,  Pine  Street  and 
Harrison  Avenue  to  an  evening 
meeting  at  the  Boston  Chinese 
Evangelical  Church  on  Har¬ 
rison  Ave. 

Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  co-moderator  Mary 
Soo  Hoo  said  the  organization 
is  an  outgrowth  of  the 
Chinatown  Safety  Committee, 
which  meets  monthly  to  discuss 
neighborhood  crime  issues.  The 
feeling  was  that  there  should  be 
"some  form  of  community  in¬ 
volvement,"  said  Soo  Hoo,  who 


The  city ’s  new  Chinese-American  police  officers  with  Boston  Mayor  Thomas  Menino  at 
a  recent  dinner  held  in  their  honor  in  Chinatown. 


added  that  crime  is  more  easily  with  each  other.  People  who 
prevented  if  people  are  familiar  know  each  other  tend  to  watch 


out  for  each  other  and  are  also 
able  to  notice  unusual  activity 
in  the  neighborhood,  she  sug¬ 
gested. 

"Years  ago  everybody  knew 
everybody,"  said  Soo  Hoo,  ad¬ 
ding  that  when  she  was  growing 
up  people  in  Chinatown  could 
often  be  seen  sitting  on  stoops 
and  talking  with  each  other.  In 
the  past,  said  one  former  resi¬ 
dent  of  Chinatown,  "We  never 
locked  our  front  door." 

"Today  no  one  knows  who 
lives  upstairs  or  downstairs," 
said  Soo  Hoo,  adding  that  this 
week’s  meeting  was  meant  to  be 
a  first  step  in  developing  the 
crime  watch  group. 

"We’re  also  trying  to  teach 
people  to  dial  911,"  said  Soo 
Hoo,  who  believes  that  the 


police  may  sometimes  think 
that  "nothing’s  going  on  [in 
Chinatown]  because  no  one 
calls  911."  She  suggested  that 
people  may  be  reluctant  to  call 
the  police  because  of  their 
limited  English. 

In  recent  weeks,  people  in 
the  neighborhood  seem  again 
concerned  about  the  influx  of 
prostitutes  into  Chinatown. 
Also,  concerns  have  been  ex¬ 
pressed  about  street  people 
from  outside  the  neighborhood 
gathering  in  Gateway  Park  to 
drink  alcoholic  beverages. 
Gateway  Park  often  serves  as  a 
meeting  place  for  elderly  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  neighborhood. 


Hospital  Won’t  Replace  Benefit 


A  member  of  the  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Council’s 
Health  Benefits  Committee  ex¬ 
pressed  displeasure  last  week 
with  the  New  England  Medical 
Center’s  apparent  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  renegotiate  a  com¬ 
munity  benefit  to  replace  the 
community  hospital. 

Although  the  hospital  has 
withdrawn  its  community 
hospital  plan  -  partly  because 
Chinatown  health  care 
providers  suggested  that  it 


would  npt  be  useful  -  NEMC 
has  so  far  failed  to  replace  it 
with  a  community  benefit  of 
equal  value.  The  community 
hospital  benefit,  originally 
meant  to  provide  hospital  beds 
for  community  patients,  was 
part  of  a  negotiated  agreement 
between  the  community  and  the 
hospital  in  connection  with 
NEMC’s  new  1C  project  in 
Chinatown. 

"I  feel  the  hospital  is  reneg¬ 
ing  on  its  good-faith  effort,"  said 


Chin,  adding  that  "the  hospital 
is  not  keeping  up  its  end  of  the 
bargain."  Chin  said  the  commit¬ 
tee  has  met  about  five  times  but 
has  so  far  failed  to  resolve  the 
matter.  He  said  the  hospital 
claims  it  doesn’t  have  the 
money  to  finance  an  additional 
community  benefit.  "I  think  the 
community  should  wake  up  and 
say  the  hospital  is  not  keeping 
up  its  end  of  the  bargain,"  he 
said. 


(From  left)  Caroline  Chang,  John  Tiggs,  President  of  FJ>.  Davis 


ADVERTISEMENT 
BOSTON  WATER  AND  SEWER 
COMMISSION 

425  Summer  Street 
Boston,  MA  02210-1700 

JOHN  F.  FLYNN 
PURCHASING  MANAGER 

INVITATION  FOR  BIDS 

The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission,  by  its  Executive  Director,  invites 
sealed  bids  from  qualified  firms  to  provide  the  following: 

CONTRACT  NO.  94-102-011  ONE  1995  CHASSIS  CAB  WITH  UTILITY 
BODY 

Bid  Opening  Date:  Wednesday  -  July  13, 1994 
Bid  Opening  Time:  10:00  AM. 

CONTRACT  NO.  94-102-013 

Two  Chassis  cabs  with  hydraulically  operated  catch  basin  cleaners  and  dump 
bodies 

Bid  Opening  Date:  WEDNESDAY  -  JULY  13, 1994 
Bid  Opening  Time:  10:30  AM. 

Bid/Contract  documents  may  be  obtained  from  anne  Sullivan,  Contracts 
Administrator,  at  the  above  address  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  P.M.  Monday  through 
Friday.  For  additional  information  call  (617)  330-9400,  ext.  484,  or  Fax  (617) 
345-9142. 

Every  bid  must  be: 

(A)  Submitted  on  Bid/Contract  documents  obtained  from  the  Contracts 
Administrator. 

(B)  signed  by  the  bidder. 

(C)  Placed  in  a  sealed  envelope  provided  by  the  Contracts  Administrator. 

(D)  Filed  at  the  Purchasing  Office  at  the  above  address  prior  to  the  Bid  Opening 
Time  and  Date  as  stated  in  this  advertisement  and  notated  on  the  Bid/Contract 
document  and  the  bid  envelope. 

The  attention  of  all  bidders  is  directed  tot  he  provisions  of  the  Bid/Contract 
documents. 

the  Executive  Director  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  and  all  bids,  or  any  item  or 
items  of  the  bid,  and  to  waive  technical  defects  which  are  of  a  substantive  nature  if  . 
the  Commissioners  should  determine  that  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
Commission  to  do  so. 

THE  BOSTON  WATER  AND  SEWER  COMMISSION  IS  AN  EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY  (EEO)  AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  (AA)  EMPLOYER 
CERTIFIED  MINORITY  AND  WOMAN  OWNED  BUSINESS 
ENTERPRISES  ARE  ENCOURAGED  TO  APPLY. 


Monumental  Works,  Inc.,  Davis  Woo,  David  S.Y.  Wong,  Kenneth  F. 
Bennett  of  J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons  and  Eastman-  Waring  Funeral 
Service,  and  Ting-fun  Yeh  at  the  Chinese  Historical  Society  of  New 
England’s  2nd  Annual  Appreciation  Dinner  in  Chinatown.  Tiggs  and 
Wong  are  holding  the  proposed  design  of  a  monument  honoring  the 
area’s  early  Chinese  immigrants  which  the  group  hopes  to  build  at  the 
Aft.  Hope  Cemetery’s  Chinese  burial  ground.  The  group  plans  to  raise 
funds  to  build  the  monument  and  renovate  the  ML  Hope  site. 


Chinatown  News  in  Brief 


AACA-CCBA  Dispute 
Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  executive  director 
Davis  Woo  said  the  Chinese 
Consolidated  Benevolent  As¬ 
sociation  (CCBA)  and  the 
Asian  American  Civic  Associa¬ 
tion  (AACA)  have  taken  steps 
to  try  to  resolve  a  dispute  over 
the  terms  of  a  lease.  CCBA  has 
taken  legal  action  to  evict 
AACA  from  the  old  Quincy 
School  building  at  90  Tyler 
Street,  while  AACA  has 
counter-sued  CCBA 

Council  member  William 
Moy,  however,  said  that 
negotiations  have  yet  to  take 
place,  though  representatives 
of  the  two  organizations  in¬ 
volved  in  the  dispute  agreed  to 
meet  at  the  urging  of  the  judge 
hearing  the  case.  "We  attended 
a  mediation  meeting  but  noth¬ 
ing  has  really  been  resolved," 
said  Moy,  who  is  the  CCBA’s 
English  secretary.  "It’s  prema¬ 
ture  to  say  there  are  negotia¬ 
tions." 

He  added  that  "as  of  right 
now  it’s  still  going  to  court." 

AACA  Receives 
Training  Money 

The  Chinatown  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Council  has  agreed  to 
award  the  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  (AACA)  a 
$12,578  job-training  grant, 
which  is  part  of  a  larger  grant 
provided  to  the  community  by 


the  New  England  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  as  part  of  a  community 
benefits  package. 

AACA  had  originally 
declined  to  accept  the  money 
after  the  Neighborhood  Coun¬ 
cil  decided  to  divide  the  grant 
money  among  it  and  three  other 
community  agencies.  AACA 
executive  director  Chau-ming 
Lee  said  at  the  time  that  divid¬ 
ing  the  money  among  the  four 
agencies  represented  an  ineffi¬ 
cient  way  to  use  the  funding  and 
suggested  that  the  community 
would  be  best  served  by  giving  it 
to  the  organization  with  the 
best  proposal. 

AACA  has  now  decided  to 
accept  the  money,  said  Woo. 

Council  Members  Expelled 

The  Chinatown  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Council  last  week  voted  to 
expel  two  council  members  for 
failure  to  show  up  for  three  con¬ 
secutive  meetings.  Removed 
from  the  Council  were  May 
Chan  and  Jean  Lau  Chin. 

Council  member  Donald 
Wong  noted  that  Council  mem¬ 
bers  "have  a  respon¬ 

sibility  to  the  people  who  voted" 
for  them  to  .show  up  for  meet¬ 
ings. 

The  Council  approved  the 
attendance  rule  as  a  way  to  pres¬ 
sure  Council  members  to  attend 
meetings. 


Restaurateur  Seeks  Support 

Jackson  Cheung,  an  owner  of 
the  New  Shanghai  Restaurant 
on  Hudson  Street,  last  week 
asked  the  Neighborhood  Coun¬ 
cil  to  write  a  letter  of  support 
for  its  application  for  a  liquor 
license  for  a  restaurant  it  wants 
to  open  at  212  Stuart  Street. 
Cheung  said  he  wanted  the  let¬ 
ter  of  support  to  show  to  the 
Bay  Village  Association  when 
he  discussed  his  plan  with  them. 

The  restaurant  would  in¬ 
clude  a  lounge  on  the  first  floor, 
a  Chinese  restaurant  on  the 
second  floor,  and  a  Japanese 
restaurant  on  the  third  floor. 
Cheung  said  the  proposed  res¬ 
taurant  would  open  in  October 
if  their  license  application  is  ap¬ 
proved. 

The  Council  provided 
Cheung  with  a  letter  of  support 
and  members  suggested  that  the 
restaurant  could  perhaps  pro¬ 
vide  jobs  for  workers  who  will 
eventually  be  laid  off  at  the 
nearby  Joyce  Chen  Restaurant, 
which  is  being  evicted  from  its 
Stuart  Street  location. 

Cheung,  however,  said  this 
week  that  the  Bay  Village  As¬ 
sociation  voted  against  sup¬ 
porting  his  proposal,  saying 
they  didn’t  want  a  restaurant  in 
the  space,  which  was  formerly 
the  site  of  a  restaurant.  He  said 
the  Association  didn’t  give  a 
specific  reason  for  their  rejec¬ 
tion  of  his  proposal. 
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ASIA 


By  Shaun  Chang 

In  the  quiet  suburban  county 
of  Mu-Chia,  on  an  April  day 
when  the  weather  was  as  gray  as 
the  mood  of  the  victims’ 
families,  sadness  alternated 
with  rage.  Inside  a  huge  tem¬ 
porary  funeral  tent  at  Mu-Chia 
Primary  School  near  Taipei, 
monks  chanted  in  rhythm  as  the 
smoke  of  burning  incense  rose 
to  the  sky. 

"Father,  mother,  you  have 
returned  home  now!"  mur¬ 
mured  18-year-old  Chik-chia 
Gao,  who  was  holding  his 
parents’  ashes  in  an  urn.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Chinese  tradition, 
the  ashes  of  the  dead  should  be 
sent  to  their  hometown  and 
should  not  be  exposed  to  sun¬ 
light. 

Twenty-four  black  urns  con¬ 
taining  the  remains  of  24  vic¬ 
tims  had  finally  returned  to 
Mu-chia  after  an  ill-fated  jour¬ 
ney  to  mainland  China. 
Souvenirs,  photos,  and  baggage 
had  all  been  burned  to  ashes. 
They  represented  unforgettable 
pain  as  well  as  unanswered 
questions.  Although  Lee  Yuan- 
zu,  vice  president  of  the 
Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan 
(ROC),  high-level  officials, 
journalists  with  camera  crews, 
and  victims’  friends  and  families 
attended  the  funeral,  the  details 
of  what  actually  happened  on 
March  31  in  Zhejiang  province 
remained  a  mystery. 

In  early  April,  Thousand 
Islands  Lake,  a  famous  tourist 
spot  in  southern  China,  is 
usuallv  bathed  in  a  foeev  mist.  It 
looks  almost  exactly  like  a 
poetic  Chinese  painting  that 
hasn’t  quite  finished  drying.  A 
burned-out  boat  with  eight 
local  boat  crew  members  and 
the  bodies  of  24  Taiwanese  was 
found  in  the  lake  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  April  1, 1994. 

The  local  officials  at  first 
ruled  out  murder  and  insisted 
that  the  deaths  had  been  caused 
by  an  accidental  fire.  When 
family  members  of  the 
Taiwanese  victims  rushed  to  the 
scene,  however,  they  found  con¬ 
spicuous  evidence  indicating 
that  the  disaster  had  not  been 
just  an  accident.  Why,  they 
asked,  were  all  the  victims 
found  jammed  into  a  tiny  cabin 
under  the  deck  of  the  boat? 
Why  did  not  a  single  person, 
including  members  of  the  crew 
who  were  skilled  swimmers, 
jump  overboard  to  escape  the 
fire?  Why  were  so  few  of  the 
victims’  valuable  jewelry, 
passports,  and  baggage  found  at 
the  scene? 

Suspicions  were  exacerbated 
by  the  secretive  and  conde¬ 
scending  way  Chinese  officials 
handled  the  case.  They  refused 
the  help  being  offered  by 
Taiwan’s  Strait  Exchange 
Foundation  (SEF)  -  a  private, 
officially-authorized  organiza¬ 
tion  which  deals  with  Mainland 
affairs.  Reporters  from  both 
sides  were  strictly  kept  away, 
and  photographs  of  the  scene 
were  not  allowed  even  for 
victims’  families.  Moreover,  by 
the  time  the  families  arrived, 
autopsies  had  been  performed 


Descendants  of  the  Dragon 


on  some  of  the  bodies  without 
permission  of  families.  A  re¬ 
quest  to  ship  the  bodies  back  to 
Taiwan  was  rejected  and 
families  were  forced  to  sign  a 
cremation  agreement.  Much  of 
this  behavior  was  contrary  to 
Chinese  tradition. 

There  is  an  old  Chinese 
saying  that  "paper  can  never 
wrap  fire"  -  in  other  words,  "the 
truth  will  out."  Three  weeks 
after  the  tragedy,  Chinese 
Prime  Minister  Li  Peng  finally 
admitted  that  the  case  was  "a 
heinous  criminal  offense"  and 
said  that  "the  criminals  will  be 
severely  punished  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  criminal  procedures." 
Three  young  local  men  were  ar¬ 
rested  and  the  official  Xinhua 
news  agency  reported  that  they 
"confessed  to  plotting,  prepar¬ 
ing,  and  carrying  out  the  rob¬ 
bery  and  murder  and  setting  fire 
to  the  boat."  Although  they 
promised  the  victims  that  they 
wouldn’t  be  hurt,  the  victims 
were  nonetheless  forced  to  the 
cabin  and  the  boat  was  set  on 
fire.  There  were  rumors  that 
People’s  Liberation  Army  sol¬ 
diers  were  involved  in  the 
crime,  since  the  families  of  the 
victims  questioned  how  ordi¬ 
nary  people  could  acquire  the 
guns  needed  to  carry  out  such  a 
horrifying  act 

Taiwanese  were  enraged  by 
the  Thousand  Islands  Lake  inci- 
dent  and  the  Beijing 
Government’s  inhumane  at¬ 
titude  toward  it.  A  nationwide 
ban  on  Taiwanese  tours  to 
China  was  put  into  effect  May  1. 
The  boycott  represents  a  major 
blow  to  China’s  tourism  in- 1 
dustry  because  travellers  from 
Taiwan  have  contributed  up  to 
one-fifth  of  foreign  tourists  and 
pumped  $589  million  into  the 
Chinese  economy  last  year. 
China’s  People’s  Daily 
newspaper  warned  Taiwan  that 
the  boycott  will  hurt  the  fragile 
relationship  between  the  two 
sides. 

The  Taiwanese  Tourism 
Bureau,  meanwhile,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  will  publish  the 
names  of  travel  agencies  that 
continue  to  organize  mainland 
tours  and  will  seek  a  legal  basis 
for  imposing  punishments,  in¬ 
cluding  the  revocation  of  licen- 1 
ses. 

Like  a  stone  thrown  into 
lake,  the  Thousand  Islands 
Lake  incident  has  had  a  ripple 
effect.  Pro-independence  senti¬ 
ment  in  Taiwan  has  hit  an  all- 
time  high,  according  to  a  survey 
conducted  by  the  United  Daily 
News.  More  than  30  percent  of 
respondents  favored  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  Taiwan,  compared 
with  40  percent  who  favored  the 
reunification  of  China. 

The  incident,  however,  failed 
to  gain  international  media  at¬ 
tention.  While  it  was  in  the 
headlines  in  Taiwan’s  Chinese- 
language  newspapers  for  more 
than  a  week,  the  New  York 
Times  only  published  a  300- 
word  news  story  three 
weeks  after  the  incident  that  did 
not  even  mention  the 
Taiwanese  reaction.  A  Chinese 
dissident  sent  to  the  US  for 


medical  treatment  can  generate 
a  story  of  more  than  one- 
thousand  words  in  many 
English-language  newspapers, 
but  the  deaths  of  24  Taiwanese 
and  eight  Mainlanders  is  worth 
only  300  words.  The  treatment 
of  the  story  suggests  again  that 
the  ROC  is  a  wealthy  country 

without  a  name. 

* 

"Yellow  skin,  black  hair,  and 
black  eyes  -  we  were  raised  by 
the  majestic  dragon,  and  we 
Chinese  are  the  dragon’s  des¬ 
cendants,"  goes  a  Taiwanese 
folk  song.  This  legendary  story 
has  been  told  for  thousands  of 
years  and  was  popular  in  the 
1970s  when  the  United  States 
officially  recognized  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China. 
"On  a  quiet  night  many  years 
ago,  the  dragon  lived  in  the 
remote  Orient  and  was 
awakened  by  the  weapons  and 
opened  its  eyes  to  see  the 
world...  Years  later,  the  war  con¬ 
tinues.  Oh!  dragon,  you  are 
awakening!" 

Shortly  before  the  turn  of  the 
century,  when  much  of  the 
United  States  was  still  a  wild 
and  untouched  land,  Taiwan 
was  occupied  by  the  Japanese, 
while  China  was  ruled  by  the 
Qing  dynasty.  Isolated  for 
hundreds  of  years,  China  during 
this  period  was  suddenly  over¬ 
whelmed  by  Western  weapons 
and  culture.  Dr.  Sun  Yat-sen, 
the  founding  father  of  the 
Republic  of  China,  made  use  of 
Chinese  tradition  and  Western 
thought  to  develop  the  "Three 
People’s  Principles. "But  this 
newly  born  China  was  fated  to 
suffer  through  wars  and  social 
disorders  and  would  never  have 
the  chance  to  strengthen  itself. 

For  centuries,  Chinese  have 
deeply  believed  that  "China" 
means  the  center  of  the  world 
and  that  the  historical  impera¬ 
tive  to  rebuild  China  as  a 
modern  country  is  the  mission 
of  every  dragon  descendant.  In 
1949,  the  Chinese  Communist 
Party  announced  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China.  The  PRC  of¬ 
ficially  contends  that  it  is  ruling 
the  whole  country,  including 
Taiwan,  while  the  ROC  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  ruling  Nationalist 
Party  (Kuomintang),  exiled  to 
Taiwan,  continues  to  declare 
that  ROC  is  the  only  legitimate 
government  representing  all  of 
China.  Both  agree  that  there’s 
only  one  China  but  both  also 
deny  the  existence  of  two 
governments. 

Forty-five  years  later,  the 
guiding  ideologies  on  both  sides 
of  the  Taiwan  Strait  have  borne 
strikingly  different  kinds  of  fruit 
in  their  common  quest  to  create 
a  modern  China.  The  Three 
People’s  Principles,  or 
Capitalism,  appear  to  have  led 
to  a  vibrant  economy  in  Taiwan, 
while  communism,  or  Maoism, 
has  proven  to  be  an  economic 
failure.  The  ROC  has  created  a 
wealthy  country  that  is  one  of 
Asia’s  four  little  dragons.  As 
Taiwanese  themselves  boast: 
Taiwan  is  inundated  with 
money  and  people  are  up  to 


their  ankles  in  piles  of  cash. 
With  a  population  of  only  20 
million,  Taiwan  is  the  world’s 
largest  trading  nation  and  has 
the  world’s  largest  foreign  ex¬ 
change  reserves.  Its  GNP  per 
capita  is  $8,790,  compared  to 
China’s  $360. 

In  1987,  the  ROC  govern¬ 
ment  lifted  restrictions  on 
Taiwan  residents  who  wished  to 
visit  relatives  in  Mainland 
China.  Since  then,  a  new  page  in 
relations  between  the  two 
governments  has  been  turned 
and  hostility  on  both  sides  has 
slowly  diminished.  Because  the 
two  sides  have  been  separated 
for  decades,  people  have  been 
eager  to  increase  contacts  with 
each  other.  The  Taiwanese 
media  has  also  contributed  to  { 
the  promotion  of  good  rela-l 
tions  by  enthusiastically  broad¬ 
casting  the  Mainland’s  scenic 
and  cultural  attractions.  Just 
last  year,  5  percent  of  the 
population  of  Taiwan  -  1  mil¬ 
lion  people  -  went  to  China. 
Moreover,  more  and  more 
Taiwanese  businessmen  have 
gone  to  China  to  do  business. 
They  have  also  gone  to  visit 
their  mistresses.  In  fact,  having 
mistresses  on  the  Mainland  has 
become  a  trend  since  raising 
another  family  in  China  costs 
little  and  there  is  currently  no 
legal  mechanism  to  stop  it.  The 
phenomenon  of  "mainland 
brides”  has  become  Taiwan’s 
one  import  surplus  from  China. 
All  of  these  factors  have  forced 
the  ROC  to  relax  restrictions  on 
exchanges  between  the  two 
countries. 

As  the  so-called  "Mainland 
fever"  has  risen,  cultural  and 
sports  exchanges  and  marriages 
have  become  frequent,  which 
could  not  have  been  dreamed  of 
five  years  ago.  However,  the 
Thousand  Islands  Lake  inci¬ 
dent  has  awakened  Taiwanese 
to  the  fact  that  the  Beijing  Ad¬ 
ministration  still  remains  hos¬ 
tile  towards  Taiwan.  The 
Taiwanese,  it  appears,  have 
been  "sleeping  with  the  enemy." 
They  suddenly  realized  that 
they  are,  as  the  Mainlanders 
often  say,  "idiotic  folks,"  and 
that  slogans  such  as  "Help  con¬ 
tribute  to  your  motherland!" 
were  ploys  used  by  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  to  attract  more 
Taiwanese  money.  Now  the 
feeling  is  that  it’s  time  to  cool 
down  the  fever.  Hwa  Hisn  Co., 
which  has  already  spent  $15 
million  in  China,  immediately 
cancelled  a  plan  to  build  a  $19.8 
million  plant  following  the  inci¬ 
dent.  The  Communist  Party, 
meanwhile,  has  said  that 
Taiwan’s  reaction  is  too  strong 
and  that  the  issue  has  been 
politicized  by  some  politicians 
and  pro-independence  ex¬ 
tremists. 

* 

"Long  life!  Long  life  to  our 
dearest  leader  Mao!"  was  the 
slogan  chanted  in  Tiananmen 
Square  in  1949,  when  tens  of 
thousands  of  people  gathered 
to  celebrate  the  "emancipation" 
of  China.  As  Chinese  emperors 
had  done  for  five  thousand 
years,  Mao  waved  to  the  crowds 


he  would  rule.  People  at  the 
time  deeply  believed  that  only 
communism  could  create  a 
modern  China  and  only  Mao 
could  lead  them  to  their  goal. 

When  a  group  of  young  intel¬ 
lectuals  established  the  Chinese 
Communist  Party  on  a  boat  in 
Zhejiang  province’s  South 
Lake  in  1921,  they  thought  they 
were  taking  steps  toward  the 
building  of  a  strong  modern 
China.  Ironically,  it  would  be  at 
the  same  location,  seven 
decades  later,  that  the 
Thousand  Islands  Lake  inci¬ 
dent  would  occur.  Not  only  was 
it  a  crime  -  a  robbery  -  but  also 
the  tip  of  an  iceberg.  Lying 
beneath  the  surface  are  deep- 
rooted  social  disorders. 

The  founders  of  the  Chinese 
Communist  Party  could  never 
have  anticipated  that  most  of 
the  1.2  billion  PRC  citizens 
would  today  be  disappointed 
with  Communism.  Now  only  7 
percent  of  youngsters  believe  in 
it,  even  though  the  Party  claims 
it  continues  to  recruit  new 
members  every  year.  Inflation  is 
running  at  an  annual  rate  of 
nearly  26  percent  in  cities  and 
dissatisfaction  is  on  the  rise. 
Reports  of  countryside  riots 
and  rampant  corruption  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  recently  vigorous 
crackdown  may  belle  official 
worries  over  the  current  situa¬ 
tion. 

With  China’s  economy  still 
in  overdrive,  more  than  100  mil¬ 
lion  people  are  jobless  and 
wandering  around  the  country. 
This  summer,  the  Party’s  big¬ 
gest  concern  is  that  organized 
unrest  may  take  root  in  the 
provinces.  While  the  flower  of 
democracy  wilted  at  Tiananmen 
Square  in  1989,  an  uprising 
from  the  countryside  would  be 
sure  to  threaten  the  security  of 
the  Communist  Party  leader¬ 
ship. 

China  has  never  had  a  chance 
to  experience  Western-style 
democracy,  and  there  is  doubt 
whether  it  could  ever  be  applied 
in  China.  This  same  debate  has 
gone  on  since  the  British  came 
to  China  with  opium  in  the  late 
18th  century.  But  perhaps  the 
blood  stains  of  students  on 
Tiananmen  Square  will  in  the 
long  run  help  lead  China  in  the 
direction  of  a  true  democracy 
and  bring  Chinese  people  a  bet¬ 
ter  life. 

The  dragon  is  watching  its 
descendants  struggle  to  build  a 
new  China.  In  the  Thousand  Is¬ 
lands  Lake,  family  members  of 
the  32  victims  visit  the  spot 
where  their  beloved  breathed 
their  last  breath.  They  shout  the 
names  of  the  dead  and  entreat 
them  to  rest.  The  dragon  has 
given  his  sons  and  daughters  the 
best  land  and  protected  them 
for  thousands  of  years.  The 
I  greatest  honor  for  them  is  to 
'make  the  21st  century  the 
Chinese  Century  and  reunite 
China.  But  this  time,  the 
Chinese  will  need  more  than 
just  good  luck. 


July  1, 1994 
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MUSIC 


Young  Musicians  Perform 


by  Doris  Chu 

Since  the  Chinese  Culture 
Institute  established  a  classical 
music  concert  series  at  its  CCI 
Gallery  last  summer,  five  con¬ 
certs  have  been  presented.  The 
purpose  of  the  series  is  to  give 
more  visibility  to  young  and 
talented  musicians  as  well  as 
provide  them  with  additional 
performance  opportunities. 

This  series  is  a  component  of 
CCI’s  Arts  Education  Program, 
which  offers  training  for 
children  in  music,  dance  and 
fine  arts.  The  featured 
musicians  are  usually  in  their 
early-  to  mid-teens  and  their  ac¬ 
complishments  set  a  good  ex¬ 
ample  for  CCI’s  own  music 
students. 

CCI’s  most  recent  concert  on 
June  16  featured  the  Amaryllis 
String  Quartet,  with  Gloria 
Chien  on  piano.  The  program 
included  the  first  and  second 
movements  of  Mendelssohn’s 
string  quartet  in  F  minor,  op. 


80,  and  Brahms’  piano  quintet 
in  F  minor,  op.34. 

The  Amaryllis  String  Quar¬ 
tet  was  formed  in  1991  under 
the  direction  of  John  Ziarko. 
The  group  has  performed  in 
various  music  festivals  as  well  as 
at  Jordan  Hall  at  the  New 
England  Conservatory.  They 
have  also  played  at  the  125th 
Anniversary  Founders  Day  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Conservatory, 
WGBH  with  Robert  J. 
Lurtsema,  Holy  Cross  College, 
the  Royal  Palace  of  Santiago, 
Chile  during  Gov.  'Weld’s 
recent  trade  visit,  and  Harvard 
University. 

Ayano  Ninomiya,  age  15,  is  a 
ninth  grade  student  in  Newton. 
Presently  studying  with  Hyo 
Kang  at  the  New  England  Con¬ 
servatory,  Ayano  has  won 
numerous  competitions,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Concord  Concerto 
Competition,  and  has  per¬ 
formed  with  the  Civic  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra  of  Boston,  the 


(Jape  Ann  Symphony,  and  the 
North  Shore  Philharmonic  Or¬ 
chestra  at  the  New  England 
Conservatory. 

Mariana  Green,  violin,  is  a 
15-year-old,  ninth  grade  stu¬ 
dent  at  Walnut  Hill  School  in 
Natick.  She  is  also  a  student  of 
Marylou  Speaker  Churchill  at 
the  New  England  Conservatory. 
She  has  won  several  music  com¬ 
petitions,  including  the 
NAACP  Gold  Medal,  and  has 
performed  with  the  Cape  Ann 
Symphony,  the  New  Life  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra,  and  the  Bel¬ 
mont  Sinfonia.  Mariana  is  a 
member  of  the  Youth  Philhar¬ 
monic  Orchestra  at  the  New 
England  Conservatory. 

Melissa  Reardon,  a  15-year- 
old  violist,  is  a  tenth-grader  at 
Walnut  Hill  School.  Winner  of 
several  competitions  in  viola 
and  piano,  Melissa  was  a  winner 
in  the  Boston  Symphony  Or-  ' 
chestra  Youth  Concerto  Com¬ 
petition  and  played  with  the 


BSO  in  December,  1993.  She 
recently  won  the  New  England 
Conservatory  Concerto  Com¬ 
petition,  Category  B  and  the 
Worcester  County  Music  As¬ 
sociation  Competition.  She  is 
the  principal  violist  of  the 
Youth  Philharmonic  Orchestra 
and  studies  viola  with  John 
Ziarko  at  the  New  England 
Conservatory. 

Wendy  Law,  cello,  is  a 
sixteen-year-old  tenth  grader  at 
Walnut  Hill  School.  She  has 
performed  with  the  Civic  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra,  the  Hong 
Kong  Symphonietta,  the  New¬ 
ton  Symphony,  and  the  New 
York  Strings  at  Carnegie  Hall, 
under  the  late  Alexander 
Schneider.  Wendy  was  a  winner 
in  the  Boston  Symphony  Or¬ 
chestra  Youth  Concert  Com¬ 
petition  and  performed  with  the 
BSO  in  December,  1992.  She 
also  has  won  the  New  England 
Conservatory  Concerto  Com¬ 


petition,  Category  B  and  the 
Newton  Concerto  Competi¬ 
tion.  She  studies  with  Mark 
Churchill  at  the  New  England 
Conservatory  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Youth  Philharmonic  Or¬ 
chestra.  * 

Gloria  Chien,  piano,  came 
|  from  Taiwan  two  years  ago  to 
attend  Walnut  Hill  School.  She 
is  now  16  years  old  and  an 
eleventh  grader.  The  numerous 
awards  she  has  won  include  the 
Boston  Symphony  Orchestra 
Youth  Concerto  competition, 
which  led  to  her  performing 
with  the  BSO,  the  Grand  Prize 
at  the  Harvard  University 
Music  Association  Competi¬ 
tion,  and  the  Harry  Dubbs 
piano  competition  in  Brook¬ 
line.  She  is  now  studying  with 
Wha  Kyung  Byun  at  the  New 
England  Conservatory. 

(Doris  Chu  is  the  director  of 
the  Chinese  Culture  Institute.) 


RECREATIONAL  THERAPY 

Enthusiastic,  energetic  Therapist  and  Assistant  Director  needed  for 
treatment  team  serving  179-bed  long-term  care  facility.  Jobs  require 
patience,  compassion,  and  respect  for  the  elderly.  Must  be  available  for 
weekend  and  evening  rotation.  Familiar  with  OBRA  regulations  & 
documentation.  Prior  experience  working  with  the  elderly  and/or 
recreational  therapies  and  eligible  for  certification  as  a  therapeutic 
recreational  specialist.  Excellent  salary  and  benefits  package.  Send 
resume  by  July  1. 1994  to:  M.  Katavolos,  NEVILLE  MANOR, 

650  Concord  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 

City  of  Cambridge  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
committed  to  a  multiethnic/-multicultural  workforce.  (Voluntary  information  in 
this  regard  is  encouraged.) 


Asian  Community  Development  Corporation's 
CHINATOWN  SMALL  BUSINESS  LOAN  FUND 
Loan  Amounts:  $1,000  to  $15,000 
Term:  1-5  years 

Rate:  fixed  at  2%  over  current  prime  rate 

This  program  is  available  for  eligible  Chinatown  and  Asian- 
owned  Boston  small  businesses  in  operation  for  at  least  three 
months.  Technical  assistance  is  available.  For  more  information 
please  call:  482-2380 


%'t' 


Coordinator 
Early  Intervention 


Excellent  opportunity  for  an  organized,  creative  individual.  Supervise  a  moti¬ 
vated  energetic,  team  of  Early  Intervention  professionals,  manage  day-to-day 
operations  and  provide  direct  service  to  families  with  young  children.  MA 
degree  and  at  least  four  years’  post  degree  experience  is  required  -  two  of 
which  must  be  in  Early  Intervention  or  related  field  -  and  two  years’  supervisory 
experience. 

Director  Adolescent  Program 

Challenging  position  for  qualified  professional  to  oversee  all  aspects  of  a  resi¬ 
dential  program  for  (7)  adolescents  with  mental  health  issues.  Responsibilities 
include  administration,  staff  supervision,  case  management  and  compliance 
with  all  regulatory  and  funding  requirements.  Excellent  verbal  and  written  com¬ 
munication  skills  a  must.  Master’s  degree  in  relevant  field,  2  years’ 
post-graduate  experience  and  one  year  of  supervisory  experience  required. 
Excellent  benefits  package.  $27,931 . 

Awake  Overnight  Counselor 

1 1 :00PM-9:00AM.  Provide  support  and  assistance  to  psychiatrically  disabled 
adults  living  in  residential  programs.  HS  diploma  plus  2  years'  experience  and 
valid  Mass,  driver’s  license  required.  $8.44/hour. 

■ ,  -  »OT,  PT,  Speech  Early  Intervention 

We  are  expanding  and  this  is  a  great  opportunity  to  work  with  very  young  chil¬ 
dren  and  families.  Provide  home  visits,  assessments  and  case  management 
services.  Supervision  available  for  staff  positions.  Full  and  part-time  and  per 

visit  available. 

Family  Worker 

services  to  families  of  children  returning  from  hospital.  Needed 
degree  or  extensive  family  experience  required. 

our  resume  by  July  8,  to:  Human  Resources,  140A  Ferry 
,  MA  02148.  AA/EOE. 


Tri-City  Mental  Health  and  Retardation  Center 


Slrenglhen  pi  English 
for  college  through 


Rdults  in  - 
ge  Transition 


an  adult  interested  in  a  university 
n  but  unsure  of  your  abilities  in 


can  prepare  for  enrollment  at  UMass 
Boston  through  ACT,  a  pre-college  program 
With  a  special  course  for  non-native 
speakers.  The  course  offers  instruction 
designed  for  adults  that  emphasizes 
the  English  language  skills  needed  for 
college  success. 

As  an  ACT  student,  you'll  work  with  people 
who  can  guide  you  as  you  polish  your  skills 
and  plan  a  program  of  university  study 
that  meets  your  academic  and  career  goals. 
If  you  successfully  complete  ACT,  you'll 
automatically  be  enrolled  in  our  College 
of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Classes  meet  evenings  for  sixteen  weeks 
beginning  September  12.  Enrollment  is 
limited— be  sure  to  apply  early.  The 
deadline  is  August  1. 

Act  now!  To  learn  more,  call 

617  287-6000. 


This  advertisement 
appears  at  no  cost  to  the 
Commonwealth. 
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FILM 


Martial  Arts  the  Focus  of  Hong  Kong  Films 


The  time  is  the  late  Qing 
Dynasty.  On  a  trip  to  obtain  gin¬ 
seng  for  one  of  his  father’s 
valued  customers,  Wong  Fei- 
hung  by  chance  comes  into  pos¬ 
session  of  a  jade  seal  that  once 
belonged  to  a  Chinese  emperor. 

In  an  effort  to  avoid  paying  a 
tax,  Wong  decides  to  hide  the 
ginseng  in  another  passenger’s 
bag,  causing  the  ginseng  and  the 
jade  to  get  mixed  up.  Wong  ends 
up  with  the  jade,  but  he  doesn’t 
recognize  its  value. 

The  British,  meanwhile,  hire 
a  sinister  gang  to  bring  back  the 
jade,  since  they  want  to  smuggle 
it  out  of  the  country  and  install 
it  in  a  British  museum.  As  you 
might  expect,  "The  Drunken 
Master  II’s"  only  reason  for 
being  is  to  display  the  martial 
art  skills  of  a  host  of  kung-fu 


Jackie  Chan  in  "The  Drunken  Master." 


adepts  and  its  star  Jackie  Chan, 
who  ilays  Wong  Fei-hung. 

While  the  film  seems  to  be 
imitating  some  of  the  ar¬ 
chaeological  exoticism  and 
good-against-evil  posturing  of 
the  Indian  Jones  films,  "The 
Drunken  Master  II"  presents 


off-key  dialogue,  "Drunken 
Master  II"  is  pure  entertain¬ 
ment.  You  won’t  find  anything 
serious  here  hidden  inside  the 
humor  nor  much  that  seems  to 
verge  on  reality.  Even  the  ages 
of  the  character  seem  slightly 
confused,  with  Jackie  Chan’s 
mother  appearing  to  be  about 
characters  who  unfortunately 
exist  purely  on  the  surface. 
What  this  film  does  have,  how¬ 
ever,  is  an  attractive  visual  style 
and  an  array  of  breathtaking 
kung-fu  stunts,  many  of  which 
are  also  funny.  Fighters  in  this 
film  fly  through  the  air  and  stick 
on  walls  like  bugs  when  they  go 
into  their  routines. 

"The  Drunken  Master  II"  is 
based  on  "The  Drunken 
Master,"  a  1978  film  in  which 
Jackie  Chan  stars  as  Naughty 


Panther,  a  martial  artist  who 
practices  a  kind  of  kung  fu  that 
is  inspired  by  wine. 

In  scene  after  scene  the 
acrobatic  Jackie  Chan  over¬ 
comes  the  onslaught  of  10  or 
more  thugs  at  a  time.  When 
trouble  develops,  Chan  usually 
drinks  from  a  huge  cask  of  wine 
jin  order  to  gain  skill  and 
strength.  He  may  be  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  a  kung  fu  routine  but  he 
still  has  time  to  hold  up  the  jug 
and  pour  it  down  his  gullet.  He’s 
like  the  popeye  cartoon  charac¬ 
ter  who  in  the  middle  of  a  slug 
fest  pulls  out  his  can  of  spinach. 

In  fact,  "Drunken  Master  II" 
is  more  like  a  cartoon  than  a 
movie.  With  its  stilted,  over-ex¬ 
cited  acting,  wild  far-fetched 
fighting  scenes  and  the  slightly 


the  same  age  as  her  son. 

"Drunken  Master  II"  will 
likely  be  satisfying  to  people 
who  enjoy  watching  Jackie 
Chan’s  wild  stunts.  H:e  flies 
through  the  air  and  neatly  hal¬ 
ves  a  table  with  a  fall.  The  film 
also  has  its  funny  moments, 
especially  when  Chan  goes  into 
his  drunken  kung-fu  routine  in 
which  he  sometimes  breathes 
fire. 

The  "Drunken  Master  II"  can 
be  seen  at  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts  in  Boston  on  July  8  at  8 
P.M.;  July  9  at  3  P.M.,  and  July 
16  at  1  P.M.  "Drunken  Master" 
will  be  shown  July  8  at  6  P.M. 
and  July  9  at  1  P.M.  See  below 
for  the  MFA’s  entire  Hong 
Kong  Festival  1994  schedule. 

-R.  O’Malley 


Hong  Kong  Film  Festival:  At 
the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts; 

"Drunken  Master"  by  Yuen 
Woo-Ping,  with  Jackie  Chan, 


July  8  at  6  P.M.;  July  9  at  1  P.M. 

"Drunken  Master  n"  by  Lau 
Kar  Leung,  with  Jackie  Chan 
and  Anita  Mui,  July  8  at  8  P.M.; 
July  9  at  3  P.M.;  and  July  16  at  1 


P.M. 

"Crime  Story"  by  Kirk  Wong 
with  Jackie  Chan,  July  15  at  6 
P.M. 


Woo-Ping,  July  15  at  8:15  P.M. 

"The  Legend  of  Fong  Sai- 
Yuk  n"  by  Corey  Yuen,  July  22 
at  6  P.M. 

"The  Tai-Chi  Master"  by 


Kirk  Wong,  July  22  at  8  P.M.; 
July  30  at  1P.M. 

"Once  Upon  a  Time  in  China 
IH"  by  Tsui  Hark,  July  29  at  5:45 
P.M. 

"Once  Upon  a  Time  in  China 
IV"  by  Yuen  Bun,  July  29  at  8 
P.M.  and  July  30  at  3  P.M. 

"Super  Cop:  Police  Story  HI" 
by  Stanley  Tong,  with  Jackie 
Chan,  Aug.  5  at  6  P.M.  and  Aug. 
6  at  1P.M. 

"Once  a  Cop"  by  Stanley 
Tong,  Aug.  5  at  8  P.M.  and  Aug. 
6  at  3  P.M. 

"The  Bride  with  White  Hair" 
by  Ronnie  Yu,  Aug.  12  at  5:30 
P.M.  and  Aug.  13  at  12:30  P.M. 

"Bullet  in  the  Head"  by  John 
Woo,  Aug.  12  at  7:30  P.M.  and 
Aug.  13  at  2:30  P.M. 


Iron  Monkey"  by  Yuen 


Falmouth  Public  Schools 

Guidance  Counselor  (9-12) 

School  Adjustment  Counselor  (9-12) 
Moderate  Special  Needs  Teacher  (7  &  8) 
Elementary  Art  Teacher  (60%) 
Elementary  Music  Teacher  (60%) 

Appropriate  Certification  required. 
Apply  by  July  8  to: 

Octavio  Furtado 
Director  of  Personnel 
Falmouth  Public  Schools 
340  Teaticket  Highway 
East  Falmouth,  MA  02536 
EOE 


BROOKLINE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

•  K-8  Curriculum  Coordte«i^^^feace/Health 

•  Librarian  -  Lincoln  School 

•  Guidance  Counselor  -  Lawrence  School  (1.0) 

•  Mandarin/Chinese  -  Brookline  High  School  (.4) 

•  ESL  Teacher  (appropriate  certification  required)  - 
Lawrence  School  (1.0) 

•  ESL  Teacher  (appropriate  certification  required)  - 
Brookline  High  School  (.6) 

•  Russian  Bilingual  Teacher  (bilingual  proficiency 
certification  required)  -  Brookline  High  School  (.4) 

•  Chinese  Bilingual  Aide  (bilingual  proficiency  required)  - 
Driscoll  School  (.2) 

Please  send  cover  letter,  resume  and  3  references  to: 

Dr.  Christopher  H.  Martes,  Director  of  Personnel,  333 
Washington  Street,  Brookline,  MA  02146.  An  Affirmative 
Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


SCOOP  UP  THE 


Purchase  the 
selection  of  energy 
from  Boston 


advanced 
dent  lights 
only 


coupon  for 

ice  cream  cone! 


»  Available  at: 

§  Boston  Edison’s  Customer  Service  Center 

Prudential  Center:  Plaza  Level,  Huntington  Ave.  entrance 

For  more  information  or  to  order  toll-free 
with  your  MC  or  VISA,  call  800  456-5983 

(mon-thurs  8ah-8wi,  rai  8*n-5pn,  sat  9am-5ph) 


$3.00  shipping  charge  (or  phone  orders. 

Allow  2-4  weeks  for  delivery-  Limit  6  lights  and  1  ice  cream  coupon  per  household. 
OFFER  EXPIRES  8/31/94  OR  WHILE  SUPPLIES  LAST 


South  Cove  Community 
Health  Center 

An  Asian  Community  Health  Center 
located  in  Chinatown  has  opening  in  the 
following  positions: 

SENIOR  ACCOUNTANT 

Full-time.  Responsibilities  include:  coordination 
of  the  accounting  functions,  general  ledgers,  and 
subsidiary  ledgers.  Preparation  of  financial 
statements  and  reports.  Accounts  payable, 
inventory  and  fixed  assets.  Requirements:  Bachelors 
degree  in  accounting,  4-6  years  accounting  experience, 

2  years  experience  in  health  care  field  desirable,  Masters 
degrees  preferred. 

HUMAN  RESOURCES  COORDINATOR 

Full-time.  Responsibilities  include:  recruitment, 
orientation  of  new  employees,  administering 
employee  benefits  program,  preparing  payroll  and 
related  reports,  record  keeping.  Requirements:  Three 
years  experience  in  personnel  and  human  resources. 
Bachelors  degree  or  equivalent,  bilingual  in  Chinese 
(Cantonese)  and  English  preferred. 

Please  send  resume  for  both  positions  to:  South  Cove 
Community  Health  Center,  146  South  Street,  4th  floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111;  Attn:  Personnel.  We  are  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. 
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BOOKS 


"Charlie  Chan  Is  Dead" 


"Charlie  Chan  Is  Dead:  An 
Anthology  of  Contemporary 
Asian  American  Fiction" 

Edited  by  Jessica  Hagedom 
Penguin  Books 

Last  year  saw  the  publication 
of  "The  Open  Boat,"  a  new  an¬ 
thology  of  Asian  American 
poetry.  More  recently,  Penguin 
Books  has  published  "Charlie 
Chan  Is  Dead:  An  Anthology  of 
Contemporary  Asian  American 
Fiction."  The  two  books 
together  should  offer  readers  a 
comprehensive  overview  of  the 
vibrant  Asian  American  literary 
landscape. 

Although  all  the  voices  in 
"Charlie  Chan  Is  Dead"  fall 
under  the  general  rubric  of 
Asian  American,  the  writers  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  anthology  offer  a 
wide  range  of  perspectives  and 
cultural  influences.  The  group 
includes  writers  who  have  had 
little  visibility  in  the 
mainstream  press  as  well  as 
those  with  national  reputations 
such  as  Maxine  Hong-Kingston 
and  Amy  Tan. 

Edited  by  Jessica  Hagedom, 
a  poet,  multi-media  artist  and 
novelist  who  moved  to  the  US 
from  the  Philippines  in  her 
teens,  the  anthology  includes 
writers  of  Korean,  Chinese, 
‘  Japanese,  Indian,  Pakistani, 
and  Filipino  ancestry. 

Some  of  the  most  striking 
writers  whose  works  have  been 
included  in  the  collection  have 
already  published  stories  or 


books.  With  so  many  writers  in¬ 
cluded  in  such  a  large  anthology 
-  the  book  is  a  562-page  trade 
paperback  -  it’s  inevitable  that  a 
limited  number  will  stand  out 
and  leave  a  lasting  impression. 
The  writers  who  do  will  be 
determined  largely  by  the  taste 
and  temperament  of  the  reader. 

The  writers  who  left  the  most 
lasting  impression  on  this 
reader  were  those  whose  style 
complemented  rather  than 
overwhelmed  their  content  and 
|Whose  voices  were  deeply 
I  rooted  and  authentic. 

One  of  the  anthology’s  most 
striking  writers  is  Sylvia 
Watanabe,  whose  story  "Talk¬ 
ing  to  the  Dead"  was  included  in 
her  short  story  collection  of  the 
same  title  published  last  year.  It 
j  tells  the  story  of  a  young  girl 


I  who  decides  to  become  the  ap¬ 
prentice  of  an  elderly  woman 
who  for  years  has  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  carrying  out  death 
rituals  in  the  village. 
Wantanabe’s  writing  is  evoca¬ 
tive  and  captures  the  dreamlike, 
haunting  beauty  of  her  native 
Hawaii.  While  her  story  borders 
on  the  fantastic,  it  nevertheless 
manages  to  remain  rooted  in  or¬ 
dinary  life. 

Another  stand-out  is  David 
Mura’s  "Fictive  Fragments  of  a 
Father  and  Son,"  which  is  ex¬ 
cerpted  from  his  award-winning 
book,  "Turning  Japanese: 
Memoirs  of  a  Sensei."  It’s 
Mura’s  control  of  language  as 
well  as  his  directness  and  hones¬ 
ty  in  talking  about  his  relation- 
ship  with  his  father  that 
resonates.  The  story  also  ex¬ 
plores  the  complexities  of  his 
father’s  life  as  a  Japanese 
American  earlier  in  the  century. 

While  his  father  made  every 
effort  to  assimilate,  his  son 
takes  a  more  skeptical  view  of 
his  own  position  as  an  Asian 
American.  While  the  author 
takes  a  somewhat  jaundiced 
view  of  his  father’s  efforts  -  "He 
worked  too  hard  to  be  white,  he 
beat  his  son,"  he  writes  in  a 
poem  -  he  nevertheless  in  the 
end  resists  being  overly  critical 
of  him,  suggesting  that  he  has 
already  been  on  trial  for  a 
lifetime. 

Another  impressive  writer 
included  in  the  anthology  is  the 


late  Filipino  author  Carlos 
Bulosan,  who  is  also  the  author 
of  the  autobiographical  novel 
"America  Is  in  the  Heart."  In  his 
short  story  "I  Would  Remem¬ 
ber,"  Bulosan  recalls  his  earliest 
experiences  of  death,  both  in 
the  Philippines  and  in  his 
travels  through  America.  Using 
language  that  has  the  rhythm 
and  flow  of  poetry,  Bulosan 
recounts  the  deaths  of  his 
mother,  friends,  and  a  carabao, 
who  is  killed  by  his  father. 

Though  she  uses  language 
that  is  straightforward  and  al¬ 
most  matter-of-fact,  Sigrid 
Nunez  skillfully  tries  to  unravel 
the  mysteries  of  her  father’s  life 
in  her  story  "Chang."  Of  mixed 
Chinese  and  Panamanian  an¬ 
cestry,  her  father  married  a  Ger¬ 
man  women  while  serving  in  the 
army  at  the  end  of  the  Second 
World  War.  "Chang"  offers  a 
honest  and  sympathetic 
portrait  of  a  man  who  remained 
a  virtual  stranger  to  his 
daughter  while  alive. 

In  "Red  Sweater,"  Fae 
Myenne  Ng  once  again  offers  an 
example  of  her  impressive  writ¬ 
ing  style,  which  has  both  the  lilt 
and  rhythm  of  the  street  as  well 
an  undercurrent  of  genuine 
emotion.  And  in  "Pangs  of 
Love,"  David  Wong  Louie  uses 
finely  modulated  prose  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  inner  dynamics  of  a 
Chinese  American  family. 

Peter  Bacho’s  "Rico"  tells  the 


PAYROLL  CLERK 

A  minimum  of  2  years'  experience  necessary  in  an  automated  payroll 
environment.  Ceridien  Payroll  System  preferred. 

Candidate  must  have  excellent  communications  and  analytical  skills  as 
well  as  experience  on  Lotus  and  WordPerfect. 

Qualified  candidates  should  send  resume  and  salary  history  to 
Ann  Marie  Comer,  Human  Resources,  30  Court  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02108.  EOE. 


The  next  issue  of  Sampan 
will  be  published  on  July  15, 
1994.  Press  releases  and  adver¬ 
tisements  which  require 
typesetting  or  artwork  are  ac¬ 
cepted  up  to  Friday,  July  8, 
1994.  Camera-ready  ads  are  ac¬ 
cepted  up  to  Monday,  July  11, 
1994. 


Please  note:  Calendar  items 
are  accepted  up  to  Friday,  July 
8,  1994  for  the  July  15,  1994 
edition. 


Cardinal  Medeiros  Manor,  a  55  unit  elderly,  handicapped  Sec. 
8  Apartment  Complex  is  currently  accepting  applications  for 
studio  and  one  bedroom  units. 

Interested  persons,  please  call  our  office  at  (617)  445-8004  to 
make  appointment 

Public  transportation  and  shopping  easily  accessible.  Units 
available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis. 

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY  LZZJ 


BABCOCK  TOWER, 
BOSTON 

Apply  now  to  live  in  a  fully 
applianced  apartment,  w/w 
carpet,  balcony.  Convenient 
to  BU/Comm  Ave  on  T. 

Rents  includes  utilities. 

Section  8  certificates  and 
moderate  income  welcome. 

Get  on  wait  list  now,  move  in 
later.  Some  apartments  may 
be  available  immediately. 


(617)  783-4271 


story  of  a  Filipino  friend  who 
goes  off  to  fight  in  the  Vietnam 
War  and  never  returns,  and 
Cynthia  Kadohata’s  excerpt 
from  "The  Floating  World"  of¬ 
fers  a  memorable  picture  of  a 
Japanese  American  family’s  life 
on  the  road  as  migrant  workers 
in  the  western  United  States. 

Russell  Leong’s  "Geography 
One"  suggests  the  tension  that 
exists  between  desire  and  the 
ideal  of  Buddhist  non-attach¬ 
ment,  while  Shawn  Wong  in 
"Eye  Contact"  explores  a 
relationship  between  a  Chinese 
American  man  and  an 
Amerasian  woman.  In  his  work- 
in-progress,  Wong  explores  ra¬ 
cial  stereotypes  as  well  the 
1  psychology  of  race  as  it  influen¬ 
ces  the  relationship. 

In  "A  Father,"  Bharati  Muk- 
herjee  explores  the  relationship 
between  Indian-born  parents 
and  their  Americanized 
daughter.  Mukherjee’s  writing 
is  marked  by  a  strong  narrative 
drive  and  a  willingness  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  murky  area  where  cul- 
tures  converge  and  often 
conflict. 

The  prize  for  humor  has  to 
go  to  Darrell  Lum’s  "Fourscore 
and  Seven  Years  Ago."  Though 
Lum’s  narrator  speaks  in  pidgin 
English,  the  humor  lies  in  the 
antics  of  the  characters,  who  are 
elementary  school  boys  coming 
of  age  in  Hawaii. 

-Robert  O’Malley 


Trades  Mechanic 
Faculties 

(2nd  Shift  - 

Wednesday  Through  Sunday) 

Emerson  College  Is  seeking  applicants  for  a 
Trades  Mechanic  who  will  be  responsible  for 
providing  general  mechanical  preventative 
maintenance  services.  Responsibilities  include 
inspection  of  buildings  and  grounds  and  report¬ 
ing  major  repairs  required  to  the  carpenter,  elec¬ 
trician,  plumber,  HVAC  or  locksmithing  trades 
person  for  service.  The  Trades  Mechanic  will 
perform  basic  preliminary  repairs  or  replace¬ 
ment  of  faulty  equipment,  respond  to  emer¬ 
gency  repairs  and  initiate  corrective  action.  The 
Trades  Mechanic  will  also  coordinate  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  independent  contractors  performing  out¬ 
side  services.  Qualifications:  High  School  diplo¬ 
ma  and  broad  working  knowledge  of  basic  build¬ 
ing  trades.  Minimum  of  three  years'  performing 
maintenance  services,  preferably  in  a  college 
environment.  Must  be  able  to  work  Independent¬ 
ly  with  minimum  supervision.  To  apply  please 
send  a  resume  and  cover  letter  to:  Emerson 
College,  Office  of  Human  Resources,  100 
Beacon  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Emerson 
College  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Atflrmative 
Action  Employer.  Minorities  and  women  are 
xuraged  to  apply. 


ELDERLY  HOUSING 

Professionally  landscaped  1  &  2-bedroom  apt. 
Privately  owned  housing  for  people  with  fixed 
incomes.  Special  features  include,  off-street 
parking,  closed  circuit  TV,  intercom  system, 
recreation  room,  on-going  resident  functions, 
and  air-conditioning.  Conviniently  located  to 
shopping  and  transportation.  For  more  info, 
or  a  personal  tour,  call  Cheryl  at  617— 
592-1246.  TDD#  1-800-545-1833  x  131 


Chestnut  Gardens  Apartments 
Lynn,  MA 

An  MB  Residential  Community 


PROJECT  DIRECTOR 

Private  and  public  Collaborative  committed  to  lead  poisoning 
prevention  seeks  Director.  Experience  is  necessary  which 
demonstrates  a  self-starter  with  good  oral  and  written 
communication  skills.  Knowledge  of  neighborhoods  of  greater 
Boston,  urban  environmental  issues,  non-profit  organizational 
development  and  grantwriting  skills  desirable.  Mail  or  Fax 
resume  to:  Boston  Globe  foundation.  Box  2378,  Boston,  MA 
02107,  Fax:  617-929-2041,  No  Phone  Calls. 


OXFAM  AMERICA 


Finance  Manager/Controller 

Oxfam  America,  an  international  development  agency,  seeks  a 
skilled  leader  to  manage  and  administer  the  fiscal  services  department.  Five 
plus  years'  successful  experience  managing  accounting  staff,  designing  account¬ 
ing  management  tools,  and  implementing  organizational  budgeting  processes. 
Bachelor's  degree/equivalent  experience  in  accounting  and/or  finance.  > 

Salary  commensurate  with  experience  and  excellent  benefits  available.  \  7 

To  apply  send  resume  no  later  than  July  f  \y 

1 8,  1 994  to  Oxfam  America,  11 X  trHll 

26  West  Street,  Boston,  MA  A  . 

02111.  Attn:  hr/FM.  AVEOE.  /\II16nCcl  I 


Solid  Waste 
Engineer 

One  of  New  England's  foremost 
environmental  consultants,  we 
are  seeking  a  highly-motivated 
individual  with  7  to  10  years' 
experience  in  landfill  design,  clo¬ 
sure  plans,  transfer  stations,  site 
assessments,  recycling  and  com¬ 
posting.  Qualified  candidates 
should  possess  a  BS  degree,  a 
PE  license  and  knowledge  of  cur¬ 
rent  regulations  in  the  New 
England  states. 

Interested  candidates  should 
send  or  fax  resume  to:  Weston  & 
Sampson  Engineers,  Inc., 

5  Centennial  Drive,  Peabody, 
MA  01960;  Pax  (508)  977-0100. 
We  are  an  Equal  Opportunity 
Employer. 


Weston  &  Sampson 

ENGINEERS  INC 


>x 
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Calendar/Short  News 


CALENDAR 

Children’s  Drawings  of  the 
Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan: 
July  2  to  July  29,  Great  Hall, 
Boston  Public  Library,  666 
Boylston  St.,  Copley  Sq.  For 
info,  call  the  library  at  536-5400 
X  336  or  call  CCNA  at  737- 
2057. 

Free  ESL  &  GED  Instruc¬ 
tion  with  Job  Prep:  at  the  North 
End  Union,  20  Parmenter  St., 
Boston.  For  income  eligible 
Boston  residents,  18  years  or 
older,  who  are  determined  to  be 
low  income  or  moderate  in¬ 
come.  Others  must  pay  tuition 
based  on  a  sliding  scale.  Call 
227-2927  for  info. 

Head  Start  Preschool  Pro¬ 
gram:  Slots  for  four-year  olds 
are  available  at  South  End  I 
Head  Start  for  the  1994-95 
school  year.  The  program  is  for 
low-income  Boston  residents 
and  the  South  End  site  is  for 
peopling  living  in  that  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Call  426-2855  for  an 
appointment. 

Office  Skills  Training  to 
Begin:  The  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  will  begin  a 
six-month  office-skills  training 
program  in  July.  It  will  include 
typing,  Word-Perfect,  MS- 
Works,  Lotus  1-2-3,  office 
skills,  ESL,  and  resume  and  job¬ 
seeking  skills.  For  info,  please 
come  to  an  information  session 
July  5  at  1:30  P.M.  If  you  have 
questions  call  Jean  Lehan  at 
426-9492. 

City  Jobs  For  The  Un¬ 
employed:  Residents  of 

Chinatown  and  other  city 


neighborhoods  will  be  invited 
to  apply  for  a  training  program 
to  remove  lead  paint  from 
buildings.  For  info,  contact  635- 
4461. 

Asian  Actors:  The  Hun¬ 
tington  Theatre  Company  is 
seeking  Asian  American  actors 
and  actresses  for  the  fall 
production  of  "The  Woman 
Warrior."  Auditions  are  on  July 
13.  For  information  and  an  ap¬ 
pointment  call  Amy  Kitts  at 
266-7900  x  2531. 

SHORT  NEWS 

Quincy  School 

Receives  Grant 

Chinatown’s  Josiah  Quincy 
School  was  one  of  15  public 
schools  awarded  a  Bank  of  Bos¬ 
ton  School  Initiative  Grant  as 
part  of  its  Boston  Plan  for  Ex- 1 
cellence  in  the  Public  Schools 
program. 

The  bank  awarded  a  total  of 
$110,000  for  education 
programs  for  the  coming  school 
year.  Schools  selected  for  fund¬ 
ing  were  chosen  on  the  basis  of 
their  creativity  and  the  ease 
with  which  their  programs 
could  be  replicated  elsewhere. 
Sponsored  projects  range  from 
telecommunications  and  high 
tech  to  anti-violence  and 
mediation. 

Acorn  Receives  Funding 

The  Acorn  Child  Care  center 
received  funding  from  the  City 
of  Boston  to  create  15  sub¬ 
sidized  moderate  income  child 
care  slots  for  families.  Since  the 
cost  of  child  care  at  Acorn  and 


other  centers  is  quite  high  ($200 
a  week  for  toddlers  and  $140  a 
week  for  preschoolers)  many 
moderate  income  families  can¬ 
not  afford  to  send  their  children 
to  child  care.  Acorn  now  will 
offer  rates  of  $90  and  $110  a 
week  for  moderate  income 
families  and  $135  for  toddlers. 
To  qualify  parents  must  meet 
income  guidelines.  Slots  will  be 
filled  on  a  first  come,  first  serve 
basis. 

Acorn  has  also  received 
federal  funding  for  a  program 
called  PEP,  which  is  meant  to 
enhance  its  language  program. 
By  hiring  a  mentor  bilingual 
curriculum  developer  and  by 
training  and  refining  our  teach¬ 
ing  methodology,  Acorn  hopes 
to  further  enhance  the  quality 
of  children’s  language  ex¬ 
perience.  For  info,  call  Selina  or 
Bernadette  at  635-5261. 

Latin  School  Awards 

A  number  of  Boston  Latin 
School  students  from  the 
Chinatown  area  have  received 
academic  awards. 

Jones  Leung,  of  212  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  received  the  Nathan 
David  Family  Endowment 
Award  and  a  National  Merit 
Scholarship  Letter  of  Commen¬ 
dation. 

Philip  Leung,  of  212  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  received  the  Class  of 
1943  Scholarship. 

Teli  Leung,  of  80  Mason  St., 
received  the  Norman  Bruce 
Scholarship,  Music  Medals,  and 
the  Stephen  D.L.  Woo  Scholar¬ 
ship. 


Johnson  Tang,  of  230  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  received  the 
Thomas  L.  Phillips  Scholars 
and  the  Charles  Fenno 
Winslow  Prize. 

Francis  Wong,  of  230  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  received  the  Boston 
Latin  School  Home  &  School 
Association  Scholarship  and 
the  Lee  J.  Dunn  Memorial  I 
Scholarship. 

Hong  Xi  Zhang,  of  31  Beach 
St.,  received  the  Boston  Latin 
School  Association  Scholar¬ 
ship,  the  Class  of  1920  Scholar¬ 
ship,  the  Class  of  1925 
Scholarship,  a  Franklin  Medal, 
and  was  a  National  Merit 
Scholarship  Finalist. 

Invitation  to  Teachers 

The  Massachusetts  Asian 
American  Educators  Associa¬ 
tion  (MAAEA)  invites  teachers 
to  apply  for  a  Masterwork  Study 
Project  on  Asian  American 
Literature  with  anticipated 
funding  by  the  National  En¬ 
dowment  for  the  Humanities. 

Twelve  teachers  will  be 
selected  to  participate  in  a  year¬ 
long  study  project  that  will  meet 
monthly.  Participants  will  be 
immersed  in  outstanding  Asian 
American  adult  and  children’s 
literature  through  readings  and 
visits  by  renowned  Asian 
American  writers  and  scholars 
such  as  Elaine  Kim,  Jessica 
Hagedom,  Bharati  Mukheijee, 
Janice  Mirikitani,  Qui-Phiet 
Tran,  and  Gish  Jen.  Par¬ 
ticipants  will  also  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  develop  follow-up 
plans  for  curriculum  design  and 


instruction  in  their  own  schools 
and  classrooms. 

The  project  is  expected  to 
begin  in  late  August  and  run 
through  June  1995.  Priority  will 
be  given  to  teachers  from  urban 
public  school  districts  in 
Greater  Boston  and  to  teachers 
who  serve  significant  numbers 
of  Asian  American  students. 
One  need  not  have  any  Asian 
American  students  or  be  Asian 
American  oneself  to  apply, 
however.  Teachers  will  receive 
stipends  of  $600  for  the  year 
(and  possibly  CEUs  for  recer¬ 
tification). 

To  apply,  submit  two  short 
essays  (less  than  750  words 
each):  1)  Describe  your  per¬ 
sonal  background,  relevant 
teaching  experience,  and 
motivation  to  participate  in  the 
study  project;  2)  Choose  a  par¬ 
ticular  work  of  Asian  American 
literature  (poem,  novel,  short 
story,  play,  etc.)  and  reflect  on 
its  meaning  and  significance  to 
you.  In  addition,  please  include 
a  cover  sheet  with  your  name, 
school/school  district,  grade 
level(s)  and  subject  area(s),  and 
home  address/phone.  Applica¬ 
tions  must  be  sent  by  July  25  to: 
MAAEA,  P.O.  Box  380729, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  att: 
Curriculum  Committee. 

For  information  contact 
Joan  Cordova  at  864-5265  or 
Dr.  Peter  Kiang  at  287-7614. 


ANA  LISA 


Specializing  in 

~Vanaf  SancSsy  £  crystal  Sails  &  "Palm  Readings 
178  Brighton  Ave,  Apt  3  Brighton  (Across  From  Osco) 

562-0228 

YOU  CAN  DISCOVER... 

Ana  Lisa  guarantees  to  open  locked  doors  and  secret  passages  into 
your  life. She  guarantees  to  solve  any  problems  in  your  life.  In  love, 
marriage,  business,  personal  problems.  For  35  years,  she  has 
1  donated  her  life  in  helping  people  like  yourself. 

^  1.  What  part  of  the  country  is  luckiest  for  you. 

2.  Who  you  will  marry  and  when. 

1 3.  What  you  are  best  suited  for  through  job  and  career, 

4.  What  direction  you  should  take  in  your  relationship. 

5.  If  your  health  is  failing  and  what  to  do  about  iL 

6.  If  hard  luck  is  natural  or  influenced  by  others. 
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BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 

We  are  currently  adding  individuals  to  specialize  in  business  planning,  life  insurance 
and  financial  services,  persons  selected  can  expect  a  3  year  training  and  development 
program  administered  by  a  professional  management  staff. 

Fringe  benefits  and  income  during  training  are  based  on  commission  and  training 
bonuses;  unlimited  income  thereafter.  Applicants  should  have  a  background  in 
business,  education,  or  sales,  and  be  a  high  achiever. 

Applicant  also  must  possess  excellent  communication  skills  and  the  ability  to  learn 
and  apply  complex  ideas  and  concepts  in  taxation,  investments,  real  estate,  and 


Call  (617)  647-4100  Extension  329 
Or  write:  NEW  YORK  LIFE,  c/o  Samuel  Wong 
800  South  Street,  Suite  600,  Waltham,  MA  02154  for  more  information. 

New  York  Life  In  an  EOE:  M/F,  D/V. 
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The  Hibernia  Savings  Bank 
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The  Hibernia  Saving  Bank 

731  Hancock  St.,  Quincy  MA  02170 
101  Federal  St.,  Boston 
51  Commercial  St.,  Braintree  MA 
1150  Washington  St.,  Weymouth  MA 
144  Washington  St.,  Norwell  MA 


4SQ  :  9AM-7PM 
8A  :  9AM-1PM 

(617)  479-2265 
(617)  345-0441 
(617)  848-5560 
(617)  331-0893 
(617)  878-2818 


115  Chauncy  St,,  Boston 
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ThePrudential 
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